The Deming Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.

ROCK CHIPS
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President’s Message :
Roundup Meeting °

Saturday

January 10th — 10 a.m.

Be sure to attend the
Roundup meeting.

We need your help to 4
| make this a great show
! n

Shop Notes

Shop will be closed Nov. 27, 28 and 29 for Thankisgj.
It will also be closed Dec. 24th thru Jan. 4th. \Mdgain
be open on Jan. 5, 2009

I would like to wish everyone Happy Holidays frothat
us that volunteer in the shop.

I would also like to wish the shop volunteers Hapioli-
days. Without their help the shop could not run.

Roy

No Field Trips in December!

* + PotLuck at the Clubhouse

Wednesday, Dec. 17th — 2 p.m.
Turkey, Dressing & Gravy, Ham, Rolls & Butter
and Coffee & Tea Will be furnished by the Clul

The meat will again be cooked by club members
DGMS at P.O. Box 1459, Please call Judy Crawford (546-0056) to volunteef.
Deming, NM 88031. We need helpers !

Or you can pay them at the | Club members please bring an accompanying
general meeting. dish and your place settings.

!
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P.O. BOX 1459, DEMING, N.M. 88031
FOUNDED - JANUARY 1%

THE DEMING GEM and MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. an incorporated, non-profit organization shall beedicated to the knowledge,
advancement and enjoyment of the earth sciences agsbciated subjects. The Society’s primary purpissthe dissemination and furtherance
of knowledge of mineralogy, gem cutting and gedglpgand to stimulate interest in the development thése studies. It is composed of
individuals who have chosen gems and the aforememéd studies as a major interest in their lives.

OFFICERS
President............cccc...... Jim Hoag ...oo........544-8841
1st Vice President ....... Art KrazinskKi ......... 544-3839
Secretary .......ccccvveeeeeee. Judy Crawford........546-0056
Cell # 7807-1249
Treasurer .......ccccvvvennnes Sheila Hoag..........544-8841
FBzullet(ijn E(éi:]or....&:(.).é.)....faroI;nCAbt:ey Abb ):3;388;31156 The OFFICIAL SHOW
oundup Chair .Jerry & Carolyn ep43-
Field Trips .....coevennes Lloyd VonWolff..... 544-0847 of The SOCIETY
Historian Elaine Smith 546-4521 Held every yegr on
...................... the 2nd weekend in March
1 Yr. Director .............. Ernie Bent ............ 546-2906 (Thursday thru Sunday)
2 Yr. Director.............. Roy Smith ............ 544-8406 at the SWNM State Fairgrounds
3 Yr. Director .............. Maurice Crawford...546-0056
Past President.............. John Ewert ........ 546-1038 The Society presents
Pro-Tem .......cc...oecee. Emily Smith ......... 546-4521 the Annual Gem & Mineral exhibition at the
CHAIRPERSONS SW New Mexico State Fair
Claims .................. Bill Haworth ................546-0348 on the first weekend in October..
Custodian ............. Members sign up for atho It is an official society function.
Librarian............... hirley Krazinski........ 544-3839
A:siit:nt Librarian Emil?llioaz j 5544-5884:131 . Th.e. “ROCK.CHIPS" .
o is the official bulletin of the Society
Membership ......... Carol Seebruch........-698-0553
Parliamentarian ....  Willie Willis ............... 546-7207 OFFICIAL WEB SITE:
Photographer ........ All Club Members www.dgms.bravehost.com
Refreshments........ All Club Members Webmaster email: theDGMS@gmail.com
Reporters.............. All Club Members
Shop ..o Roy Smith ............... 544-8406 DUES ARE DUE & PAYABLE ON
Sunshine............... Grace Bent................ 546-2906 DECEMBER 1st EACH YEAR
Webmaster .......... Sheila Hoag........cccccou...... 544-8841  Membership Dues: $10.00 per person for Adult Mersibe
For Addresses of above, please refer to your meshigeroster. Junior Memberships: $2.00 per person (to 18 yefars

Visitors are invited and welcome at membership niegs

All meetings are held at the Deming Gem & Mineral 8ciety, Inc. building
4200 Raymond Reed Blvd., Deming, NM

DGMS Club house phone # 505-546-2554

BOARD MEETINGS DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP \[=q)
2:00 p.m. MEETING ROUNDUP MEETING

1st Wednesday each month Tuesday, Dec. 11th — 2:00 p.m. January 10, 2009 — 10 a.m.




Turquoise colors range from blue arid blue-green to
greenish-gray, according to the various amountopper
usually present. The mineral has been valued $ooma-
mental properties since ancient times and has foeerd

in neckwear and bracelets recovered from old Egwpti
tombs. The Aztec of Mexico commonly used turquoise
for their fine mosaic art and introduced the stémehe
surrounding areas, where it became known as chalchi
huitl. It occurs mostly in the seams of igneousksoas
incrustations on the surface of various slatesasonod-
ules in red sandstone.

The sky blue variety of turquoise, commonly refdrte
as robin's egg, is the form most desired for jeyvelvhen
excessively exposed to sunlight or heat, this tameay
become dehydrated and turn green. In the U.S.mihe
eral is worked extensively in the area of SantaNAd,
and in parts of California, Nevada, and Arizona
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7o all our Deming Friends:

Due to health issues with our parents, we are
not going to be able to make it to Deming for
the Roundup this year. We are very sorry no
to be able to get there as we really enjoy do,
ing the show and being with all our friends,
but family comes first.

Please keep in touch, and Happy Holiday

Ny

-
Greetings were sent to ';[@?Q\

If you know of someone who could use a little sunsh
greeting, please call Grace at 546-2906.

Frank & Georgia Croat — Onamia, MN
Dan Broder — Wisrapids, WI

Don & Lonnie Lyle — Potlatch, ID
Kent & Janice Horne — Rapid City, SD
David Snyder— Las Vegas, NV

Tim Padilla — Deming, NM

@ill*# ‘s
" # $
| % |
& & '
( "1
# ))$
& |
!
! !
| %
! &



Deming Gem & Mineral Society
Board of Directors Meeting — December 3, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. bgiBemt Sheila made motion to table further discussionl uknu-
Jim Hoag. Members present: Roy Smith, Jerry &o€ar ary and wait for further information.

lyn Abbey, Art Krisinski, John Ewert, Maurice & Jud Shop: Roy submitted his resignation as shop manager.
Crawford, Ernie Bent, Jim & Sheila Hoag. Non memnsber Roy thanked everyone who has volunteered and helped
Ron Ehrlich, Emilie Smith, and Shirley Krasinski. make the shop run so well. Judy thanked Roy fotihie
Secretary's report: Judy clarified what kind of plaque, and efforts in making the shop a really great plaze
the club wanted for life/honorary members. It wile come.

taken care of. Judy reminded we need the turkeys afirst vice President: Art advised that our speaker from
hams for our Christmas dinner by 12/13. Set upebhd the Socorro School of Mines, Bill Chavez, has reseh

decorations on 12/16. Judy suggested that sinceree yjed for our general meeting in January. He willspeak-
having classes for our members and the public.olld g on gold and silver minerals.

be nice to have a craft/tailgate sale maybe 2-Zdim
year. This would give the members opportunity th se
their items that may not qualify for our Rounduds@
tailgaters could sell rock or other rock itemshe parking
lot. The idea was approved for further exploration.
Treasurer's report: Sheila is waiting for the CPA to send ) . .
the books back. Jim reported that the club paysdone over until the end of thg year. Jim also accepted’Rt
insurance coverage that we don't need. After disions P°I0 ne made as the official bolo of DGMS.

Maurice made motion that this particular coveragean- Old business:
celled, Elaine seconded. Approved. 1. Ernie reports that the table/stand for the Bihg do-

Chips Editor: Carolyn advised the Chips was almost@t€d by John Ewert, is now completed. The TV il
ready to go. Everything needs to be to her by tunighe moved in to the club today. Thank you to John ardeE
advised that we have new business and memberstup. ca Judy advised that she wished to thank Gayleen Lianitie

Jim thanked Carolyn and Jerry for all the hard wiby for her donation of beautiful glass beads to makeejry
have done in producing our Chips for the last 6arye for our spinning wheel at Roundup. Shirley is makihe
Field Trips: Lloyd was not present, but Judy and Carolyrd€Welry for that.

advised that it was a wonderful trip and very infiative  Judy made an announcement of The Christmas on €oppe
and we were glad we went. We saw huge amounts Street sale on Dec. 5 from 9:00 to 2:00. Come dar yo
beautiful Selenite crystals. Thank you to Lloyd &l his  Christmas shopping.

hard work putting together these neat field trigs year.  judy reminded that she needs the job descriptibriseo
Historian: Elaine advises that she has to redo one of owfficers and committee chairs, hopefully by the endhe
books for this year as we have so many pictureg Skear. This will facilitate information for new otfers and
thanks everyone for their contributions. Elaineldmating chairs.

a beautiful copper display specimen for a doorpiize jim officially appointed Emilie Smith to coordinateir
Dec. Be sure to come see it. club classes since she has been doing an outstgjutin
Membership: Not present. of coordination this past fall.

Roundup: Jerry advised that he needs an all around pegheila makes motion to adjourn, seconded by Jbtegt-
son to run errands for the show. That would emfeiting ing adjourned at 2:50 p.m.

itelms needed at the last minute, and just geneesllgm  pegpectfully submitted, Judy Crawford, Secretary
solver.

Librarian: Shirley advised that there were some taps
which were copies of copyrighted material. Thatemnat

will be pulled from the library. Only original itesrshould
be donated to the club. She advised that the Deinhg
Council is interested in having the club join thsaciety " #%%%
and we would benefit by being able to have displass- & ( ) *+ +- /$00
odically in the Art Council of any of our rock/clagems. ' "

President's report:

New Business:

1. Jim reminds that we need a new field trip ahain.
Please contact Jim if you are interested.

2. Jim presented Ron Ehrlich as the shop managaike
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Submitted by Rocky Rockhound

Another year is zipping by us again. The older 1, gee
faster it goes. Am | the only one who feels thisyWa
Maybe this just affects rock hounds. So many rosks,
little time!

We are always happy to see the local residentsgilusf
the winter visitors again. Many campers returnhi@ park
every year, and enjoy our magnificent Florida Maums,
and the beautiful sunsets.

The Christmas Luminarias at Rockhound will be hatd
Saturday, December ¥3rom 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. We will
have 1,152 candle luminarias burning. If you haeger
seen this annual event, be sure include this im Gbuist-
mas “to do” list. In addition, coffee, cookies, erdhot co-
coa, and MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT consisting of
bells, chimes, flutist, and a barbershop quartéthei pro-

vided by the T United Methodist Church. This yearly

event is put on by our fantastic Friends of Rockitbu
group. They must have a lot of energy to put togetil
of those luminarias. Last year we had lizards & lthmi-
narias sand, and that put some excitement intodithose
bags!

Rockhound State Park is open year around. The ovisit

Center is open from 9-11:59 a.m. & 1-4 p.m. daiBpring

nmn
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No Wednesday classes in December

January 9th ............... Craft session

January 14th ............. Wire Wrapping
January 16th ............. Craft session

January 21st............... Beaded twist necklace
January 23rd ............. Craft session

January 28th ............. Silversmithing (Teivizlt
January 30th ............. Craft session

February 11th ............

Classes and craft sessions are held from 1-3 ptnthea
DGMS clubhouse. There is no fee for attending these
classes or craft sessions. If you do not have tipplges
needed for a class, some will be available for anmal
charge. No experience needed for any of the above
classes.

Other classes will be added to this list as they sched-
uled. Look for listings on the shop door. The lapid
shop will be closed on Friday afternoons.

&I'() PH)-# *(1- $. *(1- $.

Findings: stuff you find

Faceting: A complex way to ruin a good mineral

Friend: One who can see the star in your sapphire
Geode:A poem to G (often written in hollow verse)
Grinding wheel: A bearing going out in your old truck
Fortification: Two and twentifications; a large gulp of
good whiskey

Wire Wrapping

Canyon is open Wednesday through Sunday, from 9 a.ngentleman: A man who holds the door open for his wife

to 3:30 p.m. Our telephone number is (575) 546-6ib82
questions about the parks.

so she can carry the rocks in
Diamond: The hardest stone known to man to get back
from his old girlfriend

“This map says there’s supposed to be geodes atwned’
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Deming Gem & Mineral Society
General Membership Meeting November 20, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. bysiBeait Jim
Hoag. Guests present and some later becoming nembete
were: Peter & Cheryl Bizuk, Borth Butler, Otis Tern Dan
Broder, Joe Reuber, Don & Lonnie Lyle, Eugene Weknhd
Joe Morone. Joe Morone donated a gold specimen fr@m
Hillsboro area to the club. Thank you Joe!

Secretary's report: We had a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner at
the club and thanks to all those who helped makspécial.
Some special thanks to Jerry, Maurice & Roy whpéeélset up
and take down tables, Marilyn Page, Monika Ander$xarlene
Hatley, Jim & Sheila Hoag, Susan Schiffner, Shitkaasinski,
Elena Bost, George Laudermilk and all those whohgitl in to
help clean up. If you wish to help at our upcomihristmas
dinner Dec. 17, please call me at 546-0056.

We had a great class on making suncatchers on 1Afy®ne
who has a craft or talent they wish to share wittreomembers,
please contact Emilie Smith to set up a class date.

Motion to approve minutes, as published in the €hipade by
Bill Haworth, seconded by John Ewert.

Treasurer's report: Current books are at the CPA. Taxes are
being paid. The books go in for audit every momthd year to
make sure we are complying with the new classificabf the
club. There is a Green Tea in December, be sunelfsupport

it as they help support us.

Committee reports:
Sunshine: Grace reports she sent out 3 cards this past ntonth
Barbara Hamilton, DeDe Moon, Florence Lovell.

Historian: Elaine reports receiving more pictures. On fielgsy
be sure to take your cameras. We will have twoohysbooks
this year.

Shop: Roy reports more winter members coming and busier
Shop will be closed over the Thanksgiving weekeXido, will
be closed from Dec. 24 through Jan. 4 and will ezojan. 5.

Librarian: Shirley has the entire library organized and dupli-
cates weeded out. The list is on the bulletin b@erd copies can
be obtained at the library. The duplicates willdut on the silent
auction table at the Roundup.

Webmaster: No report.
Claims: No report. Road is closed to Big Diggins.

Field trips: Lloyd reminds the field trip to Lake Lucero on Sat.
Nov. 29. Meet at clubhouse at 7:15 a.m. will leav&:30. Still
room for signups if anyone interested. No Decerfileét trip.

Chips: Carolyn requests anything to go into the ChipsDec.
be to her by the board meeting (first Wed. in DeShe thanks
everyone who has helped get the Chips mailed oett the last
few years.

Roundup: Carolyn reports lots of support. We will need hilp
set up the display cases and silent auction tableed an MC
for the live auction who has a gift of gab. T-shifitom last year
are on reduced price at the membership table foa$6ve have
new design shirts coming for the 2009 Roundup.

President's report: Jim reports the beginning lapidary class had
9 visitors. They could use some more teachers. yesnhas
been 8, oldest 75. It is from 5-7:00 p.m. on Mondaghts. In
December, it will be announced in the newspapewiigroba-
bly get more visitors. He would like someone towéer to be
the fieldtrip chair for next year. Also, we wouild someone to
volunteer to be the chair for our potluck actistifor the club.
Please see Jim if you are interested. Everyonedswaged to
wear nametags at all our club functions, includimgetings. We
will have an extra drawing at meetings for a doasfor those
that wear their tags.

New Business:

1) Bill Haworth, representing the nominating come®gt pre-
sented the slate of officers. He asked for any nations from
the floor. None were made. The slate was affirmad ap-
proved. New bylaws are in effect.

2) We need volunteers for refreshments for Decemtsssting.

3) Bill Haworth advised our new Roundup signs aoenitig
along nicely. They are oil-based coating so shda#d a long
time.

4) Elaine advised everyone that all the club'sohysbooks are at
the back of the clubhouse and are available fooa@ayo view.

5) Jim thanked Carolyn and Jerry Abbey for all therd work
on the Chips for the past 5 years. They did antaudsng job
and many wonderful people also helped get out thipsC

6) The Board approved the nomination of Bill & @ga Ha-
worth for a Lifetime Membership. Maurice made maotio ap-
prove, June Loudon seconded. Approved. Congratulsiti

Refreshment Break
The 50/50 drawing was won by George Capelle.

There were 2 door prizes. The first was a bolo tkthdy Ron
Ehrlich and made from Scenic Jasper donated by Helert. It
was won by Ray King. The second doorprize was prsgr do-
nated by John Ewert and won by Art Krasinski. Isveacrystal-
lined rock from Baker Ranch.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ron Ehrknd
seconded by Maurice. The meeting was adjournedat@m.

Our program was presented by Sky Alverson

who spoke and showed samples of minerals
from St. Lawrence County, New York. We am h
enjoyed it and he donated a box of Apeti

X

specimens for everyone to take a sam
[ J
N

Thank you Sky.
W

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Crawford, Secretary



Precious Metal Clay

Precious metal clay (PMC) has been argqund
for quite a few years now and is featureq in
all of the jewelry magazines, but it hagn't

seemed to have found its way to the lapidary
workbench. Maybe a lot of you are using it,

but just haven't been talking or writing abput

it.

To begin, just what is precious metal clay? It estainly

part precious metal, but it is not really clay. daily, it is

a mixture of fine granules of silver or gold, watand an
organic binder that looks, feels and works likeutag pot-

ter's clay. The difference—and it's a big one-gt tivthen
it is fired with a kiln, a torch, or the kitchenose, the
binder burns away and the metal particles fuse lzd
come a solid piece of silver or gold.

This unique material was developed in Japan byiaidn
of the Mitsubishi Corp. It had been working on ten-
cept for years and finally got the patents in thdye'90s.
For the artist or craftsman, the advantages of RM&
traditional methods of forming metal were obviolifie
fine detail achieved by lost wax casting could hpld
cated without the expensive machinery and the densi
able time involved in that technique. Molds couédrbade
very quickly using various media, such as polymay c
that can be hardened in an oven or room-temperatire
canizing putty, which needs no heat to harden it.

PMC can be formed by hand using any of a wide tarie
of tools normally used with clay. There is one weidea-
ture of PMC that bothers some folks: As the binolems
off, the piece shrinks by 8 percent to 30 percdapend-
ing on which product is being used. In making a mdar
a cabochon, for instance, you'd have to do a |l@xpkri-
menting to get a proper fit. It might be well to keathe
cab to fit the mount instead of vice versa. On pihes
side, this shrinkage increases the already inciedibtail

While attending a Marriage Seminar dealing with
communication, Tom and his wife Cindy listened to
the instructor, “It is essential that husbands &ives
know each other’s likes and dislikes.”

He addressed the man, “Can you name your wife’s
favorite flower?”

Tom leaned over, touched his wife’s arm gently and
whispered, “It's Pillsbury, isn’t it?”

possible. Once the piece has been fired, it is
just like any silver or gold piece would be. It
can be filed, sanded, buffed, polished, bur-
nished and soldered.

Up to this point, | have been describing the
original PMC formula. In the last few years,
several more have made an appearance. PMC
Plus contains less binder and has a differently
shaped metal particle. It shrinks less than thgimal and
offers three different firing options, which cutwio the
time to go from clay to solid metal. Of courseisitmore
expensive than the original, but depending on ymeds,

it might be well worth it. A third formula is callePMC3.
This formula fires as quickly as PMC Plus, and rietal

is as dense, but all of this is accomplished ay Vew
temperatures.

In addition to the puttylike consistency of the gomal
PMC, there are several other forms in which it nbay
purchased. One thin formula, called slip, comes isy-
ringe and can be squeezed out much like the diamond
paste we are used to. Another form is a pastectratbe
used to fasten pieces together or to create sutdateres.

It is also available in sheets for use in the kiotlprojects

that would normally require metal sheet.

Finally, in 2006, an Art Clay Gold Paste was introed
to make working with gold more economical. Afteeth
silver piece is fired, the gold paste is paintedama re-
fired where it bonds to give the silver a 22k gbidh-
light.

All'in all, PMC is a fascinating material. If yowabe Inter-
net access, just type "precious metal clay" intoryavor-
ite Web browser and you will bring up more inforioat
than you can read in a month.

Feel free to send any comments or questions toTalop25231
Pericia Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 or pelle@caetn

!




Carolyn Abbey, Editor
P.O. Box 1459
Deming, New Mexico 88031

Thursday, December 11th .................. General Meeting ..........ccceeeeiiiiiiiieinnnes 2 p.m.
Wednesday, December 17th ............... Christmas Pot Luck Dinner ................ 2 p.m.
Thursday, December 25th ................... Christmas Day
No Roundup Meeting in December

" #$$%
Thursday, January 1st
Wednesday, January 7th ................... Board Meeting ..........coovveeiiiiiiiinneeenee, 2 p.m.
Saturday, January 10th........................ Roundup Meeting ..........ccoeevvviinnnnnnnn. 11 a.m.
Thursday, January 22nd .................... General Meeting ..........ccceeveeiiiiiiiiinnnns 2 p.m.

Shop Closed Wed. Dec. 24th thru Thurs., Jan. 4th
Re-opens on January 5, 2009. No December classes.
Friday Craft sessions in December will be the 5ti£th, and 19th. No session on the 26th.

All meetings are held at the Clubhouse (4200 RaymdrReed Blvd.) unless otherwise noted.
Visitors and guests are welcome at membership meegs.



